
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

             Thursday, July 18th, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes 

                4:00 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne, Mr. Brumback (Mr. Sciota sat for Mr. Brumback), and Mr. Borowy. Also in 

attendance was David Lavallee, Acting Southington Town Planner.  

 

Chair Berkmoes called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  

 

Chairman Berkmoes called for a motion to go into Executive Session at 4:01 PM. Motion 

made by Miss Urillo, Seconded by Mr. Pocock; all in favor. Executive Session was 

adjourned at 4:16 PM. 

 

The next item on the agenda was an update from Mr. Lavallee on the Forestry 

Management Plan for Crescent Lake drafted by UCONN Professor Tom Worthley. Mr. 

Lavallee indicated that the final draft is ready for presentation. A special meeting will be 

scheduled in the near future to allow for a full presentation. Next up was Open Space 

Goals and Objectives. Chairman Berkmoes asked Miss Miceli to discuss some thoughts 

on the future direction of the Committee; Miss Miceli referred to the State’s goal of 21%  

open space to be acquired by 2023 and would like the Committee to consider a similar 

thought process. Chairman Berkmoes added that we should keep an eye out for properties 

that may have future value as well, given proximity to existing trails or historic sites (i.e., 

the Canal Street Train Station and Goat Island); members agreed. Mr. Sciota reminded 

everyone that this is an Acquisition Committee as well. A request was made to compile 

an inventory of existing open space in town and break it down into park land, municipal 

open space, and Water Dept. land. Mr. Lavallee has begun that process and will report 

back. The final item was Communications/Citizen Initiatives; Mr. Lavallee handed out 

correspondence from Boy Scout Matthew Leary, requesting to do some work out at the 

Griffin Open Space Parcel off of Laning Street. Mr. Leary had contacted Committee 

Member Pocock for assistance. Matthew would like to clear the brush from the trailhead 

with the assistance of three other Scouts in order to gain his next badge. “No Dumping” 

signs are proposed at the entrance as well. The Committee agreed by consensus that this 

is a great idea and all that is needed to proceed is a letter from the parents indicating that 

they will supervise and that they are aware that activities are on town property. The last 

item entertained was some discussion on continuing the Committee’s walks on the 

Town’s Open Space holdings. Miss Urillo indicated that we still have more sites to visit. 

Mr. Lavallee suggested that visits to properties where Scout projects are performed 

should be held and the work acknowledged with a formal Thank You letter from the 

Committee. A Fall walk will be scheduled. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Committee Member Pocock, Seconded by Miss Urillo 

and passed with all in favor at 4:35 PM. 

 


